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discovered and which underlies the modern Mexican law on this 
subject. Students of legal history in Louisiana and certain of the 
southwestern states should welcome this addition of the author 
to the proper scope of his work. 

The author's introduction of fifteen pages is an ambitious 
effort. It notices the point of contact between certain American 
states and the civil law, discusses the codification of the Roman 
law by the Emperor Justinian, and gives some interesting data as 
to the possible influence of Assyrian, Persian and Egyptian law, 
on Roman water lay. Furthermore, it contains what is found in 
the works of the French civilian Domat and in the French Civil 
Code, relative to the same subject, a feature which would have come 
more logically in the supplemental posterior portion of the book. 

C. P. S. 



Cases on Domestic Relations and the Law of Persons. Second 
edition. By Edwin H. Woodruff, Professor of Law at Cornell 
University. Baker, Voorhees & Co., New York. Art canvas, 
pages XV, 624. 

The compilation of a satisfactory case-book upon the law of 
Domestic Relations is attended by peculiar and exceptional diffi- 
culties by reason of the changeable state of the law and the chaotic 
condition of the decisions by which the compiler is confronted. 
Professor Woodruff achieved an enviable degree of success by the 
first edition of his work and now, after an interval of eight years, 
we are favored with a new edition differing from the first chiefly 
in the recent decisions which are inserted to the extent of a hundred 
additional pages and numerous additional notes. These new cases 
add materially to the value of the entire work and the notes, while 
they are mostly brief, are very satisfactory. The author in his very 
brief preface calls special attention to the fact that a group of cases 
on conflict of jurisdiction in divorce cases has been added, but an 
examination of these cases indicates that, in this instance, Professor 
Woodruff has been less fortunate than usual in his selection of 
decisions. No mention whatever is made of that remarkable series 
of cases decided by the Supreme Court in 1901, beginning with 
Atherton v. Atherton, 181 U. S. 155. On the other hand, space is 
given to People v. Baker, 76 N. Y., 78, which is practically over- 
ruled by the Supreme Court in Atherton v. Atherton. No student 
should be allowed to complete his study of Domestic Relations with- 
out having had a brief opportunity to gain an accurate knowledge 
of the law as established in these cases by our court of last resort. 
Aside from this regrettable omission, Professor Woodruff's book 
commends itself to every student and will also prove of universal 
value to the practitioner. 

B. E. C. 



